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VCU SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
The VCU Sustainability Committee has been instituted as part of the VCU 
commitment to the American College and University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment that then-President Eugene Trani signed in April 2008. 

The mission of the Committee is to draft the VCU Climate Action Plan by 
May 2010 in accordance with the Presidents’ Climate Commitment. 

The VCU Sustainability Committee consists of 43 members representing 
most constituencies of the university community. Students, faculty and 
staff serve on the Committee that reports to the President of the University.

The VCU Sustainability Committee has four subcommittees.

• Administration Subcommittee

• Climate Action Plan Subcommittee

• Education, Research and Community Engagement Subcommittee

• Waste, Foodservice and Transportation Subcommittee  



VCU GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
INVENTORY

Total Carbon Emissions     136,775 MTeCO2 in FY2008



GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
EQUIVALENCIES

136,775 MTeCO2 is equivalent to:

• Annual GHG emissions from 25,050 passenger vehicles

• CO2 emissions from 15,524,972 gallons of gasoline consumed

• CO2 emissions from 318,081 barrels of oil consumed

• CO2 emissions from burning 714 railcars’ worth of coal

• CO2 emissions from the electricity use of 18,970 homes for one year



VCU GREEN REPORT CARD
The College Sustainability Report Card issued by the Sustainable  
Endowments Institute

2008          2009          2010
Administration D B A
Climate Change & Energy D B A
Food & Recycling C B A
Green Building B B B
Student Involvement - B B
Transportation B B B
Endowment Transparency C A A
Investment Priorities C C                B
Shareholder Engagement F F F

Overall Grade C- B- B



RECENT PROJECTS



VCU SUSTAINABILITY CONTACT
Director of Sustainability

Jacek Ghosh, M. Arch, LEED AP, CRM, EDFP
MCV Campus

Physical Plant Administration Building
Room 202

PO Box 980166
Richmond, VA 23298-0166

804-628-5199
jghosh@vcu.edu

VCU Sustainability: www.vcugoesgreen.vcu.edu

VCU Year of the Environment:

http://www.yearofenvironment.vcu.edu

mailto:jghosh@vcu.edu
http://www.vcugoesgreen.vcu.edu
http://www.yearofenvironment.vcu.edu


ADMINISTRATION SUBCOMMITTEE

ED BENNETT, PE, LEED AP

Executive Director for Physical Plant 
and 

Deputy for Facilities Management

• Involvement of the entire campus is essential
• Need a constant across committees (Jacek)
• Quick wins (low cost/low effort) essential and the   

Green Report Card has helped us to find
• Celebrate successes, engage public relations
• Sustainability is good business



CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
SUBCOMMITTEE

CARL BECKELHEIMER, CEM, CRM

Energy Manager

• CAP Subcommittee structure
• Designation of CAP baseline year: 2008
• Designation of CAP climate neutral year: 2050
• RFP process for CAP consultant
• Ongoing CAP planning process



EDUCATION, RESEARCH and COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE

DR. JACQUELINE McDONNOUGH

Associate Professor Science Education
Director Center for Life Science Education

• Define sustainability
• Obtain baseline knowledge
• Make curriculum/research/community  

engagement recommendations



WASTE, FOODSERVICE and 
TRANSPORTATION SUBCOMMITTEE

TAMARA HIGHSMITH

Dining Services Sales & Services Manager

• Cost/Technology Hurdles
Plastic Knife (3¢) vs. Compostable Knife (14¢)
Commercially available late 2008
Still softens with warm food

• Evolving Products
Compostable products
“Green” cleaners

• Technology
Pulper vs. overnight bio-degrade



ADMINISTRATION SUBCOMMITTEE

ROBERTO CELIS

Vice-President SGA



EDUCATION, RESEARCH and COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE

AMANDA SCHUTT

Green Unity 4 VCU

• Gardens for Life
• Adopt-a-Block
• Year of the Environment – student kickoff: 11/18



GARDENS FOR LIFE
.

Rain Garden Bayscape
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